Introduction
Species of Hippocampus (family Syngnathidae), widely referred to as seahorses, are extremely variable (e.g., Ginsburg, 1937 dis- tributed than long thought is obvious from treatments that have appeared in regional studies over the last 1 5 years (e.g., Vari, 1982, Dawson, 1986a Dawson, , 1986b Dawson, , 1994 Methodology follows that of Vari (1982) (Fig. 2c) . In H. bargibanti dermal ossifications on the belly are reduced to unconnected star-like plates (Fig. 2b) (Fig 3a) . The shortsnout seahorse H. breviceps (Fig. 3c) at this size has an extremely elongate snout, comparable with those in //. abdominalis{¥\g. 3b). H. whitei (Fig.   3d ) and the warm temperate Western Australian //. angmtus (Fig. 3e) (Fig. 4) .
Hippocampus bargibanti Whitley, 1970 Figures 2b, 5, 6 Hippocampus bargibanti Whitley, 1970: 294 (Whitley, 1970) . Others greyish white with scarlet markings (Fig. 6) Remarks. Whitley (1970) 
